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Why and how can Oman become a mediator in the Middle
East and international level is assessed in this article. What
mechanisms and tools have been applied by this country?
The theoretical framework applied in this article is based on
the contribution of mediation in international relations. The
emphasizes here is on the trustworthiness and neutral role of
mediators, specifically a small state with a non-threatening
role. Such countries have acquired prestige at international
level. The role of the former leader, King Ghaboos, and
adopting neutral policy, pragmatic foreign policy, and stable
economy are the major contributive factors in making Oman
to act as a mediator between lIsrael and Palestine, Iran and
Saudi Arabia and the nuclear energy issue of Iran and the
West. The findings here reveal that Oman with her modest
oil revenues, as a prestigious mediator guided by his Majesty
King Ghaboos has offered short-term solutions through a
traditional manner.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The aim of this research is to assess the way in which Oman has
become a mediator in the Middle East and international level.

Research Question

The main question concerns why and how has Oman become a
mediator in the Middle East and international level? What
mechanisms and tools have been applied by this country?

Research Hypothesis

The hypothesis of this research is based on the fact that Oman’s
neutrality policy, pragmatic foreign policy, leadership role of Sultan
Qaboos and the successor, and prosperity and financial stability have
caused Oman’s role as a mediator, but they have traditionally
mediated in Oman.

Methodology (Theoretical Framework)

In this paper, the qualitative research method for studying the
hypothesis is based on descriptive-analytical research method. Data
collection tools are libraries and internet resources. The proposed
research theoretical framework refers to the contribution of mediation
in international relations. The emphasis is on the trustworthiness and
neutral role of mediators, specifically a small state with a non-
threatening role.

Results and Discussion

Analyses in this research indicate that Oman’s main motivations for
mediation can be divided into three categories: gaining credibility and
reputation, creating a perspective as a leading actor, and mediation as
an Islamic and religious duty.

In relation to gaining credibility and reputation, Oman is a small
country in the Persian Gulf, where Sultan Qaboos had adopted special
policies since 70s, which is rare in the Middle East region. Oman has
tried to deal with regional disputes and rivalries. Oman acts neutrally
and do not interfere in Yemen and Syria, and most importantly,
cooperate with other countries to get the honor of mediation. All these
are the characteristics that sometimes turn this seemingly marginal
country into an actor which gains fame, credit and honor.

Regarding the second motivation, creating a vision as a leading
actor, Omani politicians have a vision to become a prominent actor in
the Middle East and international level. Oman considers mediation as
a strategic priority that can reduce threats such as terrorism, issues
related to Palestine and conflicts between Iran and America.

Regarding the third motivation, Oman perceives mediation as an
Islamic and religious duty. Resolving disputes outside the courts, and
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referring to persons other than judges appointed by Sharia is without
problem and has been emphasized by Islam.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that Oman’s credit has been created in the
shadow of oil revenues and independent foreign policy. But, first, the
acceptance of a country as a mediator is the key to his success in this
process, and Oman has adopted a neutral and independent foreign
policy. Sultan Qaboos and the successor have increased the legitimacy
of Oman’s role by inviting Netanyahu, American and Iranian
politicians, and some European negotiators in Iran’s nuclear program
to Muscat.

Secondly, Oman’s negotiating role and patient dialogue with the
conflicting parties have helped to build trust, negotiate and manage
them in Oman’s mediation. This goes back more to the role of Sultan
Qaboos and his foreign minister, who tried to mediate committedly,
although it has not necessarily brought absolute peace and reduced
conflicts.

The sum of these results shows that Oman traditionally plays the
role of mediator and does not have the knowledge to solve problems
and conflicts in an institutional and scientific way at the moment and
has acted based on the personal experiences of Sultan Qaboos, his
successor and their accompanying team.

Other findings of the research indicate that Oman has not
presented an advanced model of mediation and a set of factors such as
moderate and neutral foreign policy, economic situation and relations
with the parties to the conflict have created the traditional role of
mediation for Oman, although Oman’s mediations have produced
short-term solutions.

Ethical considerations
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Data availability
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