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Abstract Article Info 
The war in Ukraine is arguably the most significant tension 
between Russia and the West since the Cold War, with far-
reaching consequences beyond Ukraine itself. The 
neighboring Caucasus region, in particular, has been greatly 
impacted by this conflict. This study aims to explore the 
effects of the war in Ukraine on the economic corridors of 
the Caucasus. The researchers test the hypothesis that the 
increased economic risks resulting from the war, Russia's 
diverted attention to Ukraine, and Europe's search for 
alternative energy sources are three crucial factors that 
enhance the significance of the economic corridors in the 
Caucasus. The research data indicates that, since the onset of 
the war in Ukraine, transit routes for goods and energy 
passing through the Caucasus, such as the Baku-Tbilisi-
Ceyhan pipelines, the western corridor of the north-south 
corridor, the Trasica corridor, and the Zangzor corridor, have 
gained considerable attention and favor by regional and 
extra-regional actors. Furthermore, it is anticipated that 
China will increasingly express interest in the Caucasus 
region for its One Belt One Road project in the near future. 
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Extended Abstract 
Background 
The 2022 war in Ukraine commenced with the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine on February 24, 2022. This conflict arose from ongoing 
disputes between Ukraine and Russia, which have persisted for eight 
years, including the annexation of the Crimean peninsula by Russia in 
2014. 

The war has not only strained the political relations between Russia 
and the West but has also had significant repercussions on various 
economic and political aspects in neighboring regions, particularly the 
Caucasus region. 

The Caucasus region serves as a crucial hub for trade and energy 
transit corridors, acting as a vital link between the Caspian Sea and the 
Black Sea. Numerous transit routes traverse the Caucasus, connecting 
Asia to Europe and providing access to the abundant energy resources 
of the Caspian and Central Asia. Consequently, the Caucasus has 
become a region where geopolitical interests intersect, with Russia, 
the European Union, the United States, Turkey, and Iran all vying for 
influence and control over these transit corridors. This often leads to 
complex power dynamics and competition among these actors. 

Furthermore, the war in Ukraine has disrupted the traditional routes 
for European energy supply from Russia, prompting Europe to 
reassess its energy transit options. Additionally, trade exchanges 
through the northern corridor, which typically passed through Belarus, 
Ukraine, and the Black Sea, have been severely impacted. 
Consequently, the Middle Corridor (Trans-Caspian), connecting 
Central Asia to Turkey via the Caucasus, and the North-South 
Corridor (INSTC), linking Russia to India and China through Iran, are 
expected to gain prominence as alternative routes. 
 
Aims 
In summary, the war in Ukraine has had far-reaching consequences, 
affecting not only the political landscape but also the economic 
dynamics and transit routes in the Caucasus region. In this article, we 
aim to address the following question: How has the 2022 war in 
Ukraine impacted the transit routes of the Caucasus? To explore this, 
we have tested the hypothesis that the war has led to heightened 
economic risks, a power vacuum in the Caucasus resulting from 
Russia's focus on Ukraine, and increased European demand for 
alternative energy sources. These factors collectively contribute to the 
growing significance of the transit corridors in the Caucasus. 
 
Methods 
An attempt has been made to address the main question through the 
utilization of qualitative research methodology and the analysis of 
available data and statistics. While numerous studies have been 
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conducted on the ongoing tensions between Russia and Ukraine, these 
works have primarily focused on the political and security aspects of 
the crisis, emphasizing the competition between Russia and the West. 
In contrast, this article aims to shed light on the geopolitical 
consequences of the Ukrainian war specifically within the corridors of 
the Caucasus region. The Caucasus region can be considered as one of 
the peripheral areas impacted by the core of this crisis. 
 
Results 
The imposition of Western sanctions on Russia and Russia's pressure 
on Europe have posed significant challenges to the export of energy 
from Russia to Europe. As a result, Europe has sought to diversify its 
energy suppliers by turning to Central Asia, the Caspian Basin, and 
the Caucasus. The presence of abundant oil and gas resources in these 
regions, coupled with the Caucasus' strategic location for energy 
transit to Europe, has made the energy corridors of the Caucasus 
crucial. 

However, the power vacuum created in the Caucasus due to 
Russia's focus on the war with Ukraine has disrupted the balance of 
power in the region. This vacuum has exacerbated existing tensions 
between the countries in the region, such as the conflict between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia over Nagorno-Karabakh. Additionally, it has 
opened the door for greater foreign involvement, including from 
Turkey and Israel. Turkey is likely to prioritize the development of 
transit corridors in the region, especially the Zangezur Corridor, to 
establish direct connections with Azerbaijan and Central Asian 
countries, enhancing its economic benefits and moving closer to the 
idea of a "Turkish world." Meanwhile, Israel seeks to expand its 
influence in the Caucasus, particularly in Azerbaijan, with subversive 
intentions against Iran. 

The development of transit corridors in the Caucasus, both for 
goods and energy, is one of the significant outcomes of the 2020 war 
in Ukraine. This development will likely bring the geopolitical 
position of the region to a new stage. 
 
Conclusions 

Meanwhile, the Islamic Republic of Iran can mitigate the risks 
posed by these developments and capitalize on the situation by 
implementing three key policies. Firstly, it should prioritize the 
development of the North-South corridor, particularly its western 
route through the Caucasus. This corridor intersects with the Caucasus 
corridors rather than competing with them. Secondly, Iran should 
focus on enhancing the east-west rail and road connections within its 
territory, linking Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Central Asia to Turkey 
and Iraq via Iran. By improving these routes and optimizing goods 
transit, Iran can attract a portion of the traffic currently passing 



8  The impact of the 2022 Ukraine War on transit corridors in the Caucasus region 
 

C
o

u
n

tr
ie

s 
S

tu
d

ie
s,

 V
o

l 
2

, 
N

o
 1

, 
S

p
ri

n
g

 2
0

2
4

 

through the Trans-Caspian corridor, offering an alternative pathway. 
Thirdly, it is crucial for Iran to maintain the existing geographical 
borders in the Caucasus region as a red line. The establishment of the 
Zangezur Corridor, which would involve altering the border area 
between Iran and Armenia, would grant Turkey complete control over 
the Caucasus and Central Asia, effectively eliminating the transit route 
connecting Turkey to Central Asia via Iran. Iran must approach any 
potential changes to the political borders in the Caucasus region with 
utmost seriousness and authority. 

Conflict of interest 
The authors declared no conflicts of interest.  

Authors' contributions  
All authors contributed to the original idea, study design.  

Ethical considerations  
The authors have completely considered ethical issues, including 
informed consent, plagiarism, data fabrication, misconduct, and/or 
falsification, double publication and/or redundancy, submission, etc.  

Data availability  
The dataset generated and analyzed during the current study is 
available from the corresponding author on reasonable request.  

References 
Adel F. (1401). “The era of corridors and regional initiatives: a review of various 

transit initiatives in the West Asian region”. Institute of Contemporary World 
Studies. https://jahanemoaser.ir/the-era-of-corridors-and-regional-initiatives-a-
review-of-various-transit-initiatives-in-the-west-asian-region/ (Accessed on: 
04/01/2023) [in Persian] 

Al-saidi M. (2023). "White knight or partner of choice ? The Ukraine war and the 
role of the Middle East in the energy security of Europe". Energy Strategy 
Reviews. 49(July): 101116. doi: 10.1016/j.esr.2023.101116. 

Aliyeva A. (2022). The European Union Policy in the South Caucasus Author. 
https://ssrn.com/abstract=4192555. (Accessed on: 17/08/2022). 

Avdaliani E. (2021). "Iran in the South Caucasus: Adjustment and evolution". Rusi. 
https://rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/iran-south-
caucasus-adjustment-and-evolution. (Accessed on: 26/02/2021). 

Aze.Media. (2022). "Zangezur corridor: new transport route to connect Europe and 
Asia. August 9". https://aze.media/zangezur-corridor-new-transport-route-to-
connect-europe-and-asia/. (Accessed on: 09/08/2022). 

BBCPersian. (2023). "Gallant in Baku: We have foiled fifty Iranian assassination 
plots". https://www.bbc.com/persian/articles/czqyl30yz6yo. (Accessed on: 
13/01/2023). 

Bishku MB. (2009). "The South Caucasus Republics and Israel". Middle Eastern 
Studies. 45(2): 295-314. doi: 10.1080/00263200802697415. 

Bocse AM. (2019). "EU energy diplomacy: Searching for new suppliers in 
Azerbaijan and Iran". Geopolitics. 24(1): 145-173. doi: 
10.1080/14650045.2018.1477755. 

https://jahanemoaser.ir/the-era-of-corridors-and-regional-initiatives-a-review-of-various-transit-initiatives-in-the-west-asian-region/
https://jahanemoaser.ir/the-era-of-corridors-and-regional-initiatives-a-review-of-various-transit-initiatives-in-the-west-asian-region/


Hosseinzadeh V, Nasiri Lotum B. 9 
 

C
o

u
n

tries S
tu

d
ies, V

o
l 2

, N
o

 1
, S

p
rin

g
 2

0
2

4
 

Carafano JJ. (2022). "Central Asia’s Middle Corridor gains traction at Russia’s 
expense". Economy. https://www.gisreportsonline.com/r/middle-corridor/. 
(Accessed on: 29/08/2022).   

Dehghani Firouzabadi, S. (1388). "The security policy of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in the South Caucasus". Geopolitics Quarterly. 6(1): 208-239. 
(https://www.sid.ir/paper/115998/fa) [in Persian] 

Dehshiri M, Kazemi A, Sortchi M. (2019). "European Union Energy Security 
Policies". Knowledge of Political Interpretation. 2(3): 115-141. [in Persian] 

Eldem T. (2022). "Russia’s war on Ukraine and the rise of the Middle Corridor as a 
third vector of Eurasian connectivity: Connecting Europe and Asia via Central 
Asia, the Caucasus, and Turkey". SWP Comment. 64: 1-7. doi: 
10.18449/2022C64. 

European Commission. (2022). "REPowerEU: Joint European Action for more 
affordable, secure and sustainable energy". 
https://sanctionsnews.bakermckenzie.com/european-commission-introduces-
repowereu-joint-european-action-for-more-affordable-secure-and-sustainable 
energy/#:~:text=On%208%20March%202022%2C%20the,before 
%202030%2C%20starting%20with%20gas. (Accessed on: 10/03/2022). 

European Parliament. (2022). "Russia’s war on Ukraine : Implications for EU 
energy supply". 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2022/729281/ 
EPRS_ATA(2022)729281_EN.pdf. (Accessed on: 30/03/2022). 

Falahatpisheh HA, Sharbati V, Mozafari M. (2014). "Türkiye's foreign policy in the 
South Caucasus and the interests of Iran and Russia". Strategic Policy Research 
Quarterly. 3(12): 37. 
https://www.sid.ir/fa/VEWSSID/J_pdf/4027313954706.pdf. [in Persian] 

Farrokhi M. (2023). "Armenia is left alone in the conflict with the Republic of 
Azerbaijan / the decline of Russian influence in the South Caucasus and the 
advance of Turkey". https://www.iscanews.ir/news/1182028/. [in Persian] 

Golmohammadi V, Azizi H. (2022). “The South Caucasus in the regionalism of 
Iran’s foreign policy”. Central Eurasia Studies. 15(1): 281-305. doi: 
10.22059/jcep.2022.345811.450084. [in Persian] 

Gotev G. (2016). "New discoveries improve the Southern Gas Corridor prospects". 
EurActiv. https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/new-discoveries-
improve-the-southern-gas-corridors-prospects/. (Accessed on: 05/09/2016). 

Heydari Gh. (2011). “The geopolitical position of the Caucasus in the politics of 
regional and extra-regional powers”. Political and International Research 
Quarterly of Shahreza Islamic Azad University. 7: 207-245 [in Persian] 

Hosseinzadeh V. (2021). "The role of natural gas in energy diplomacy of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and the Russian Federation: Capacities and Obstacles". Journal 
of Central Eurasia Studies, Faculty of Law and Political Science. 14(2): 75-100. 
doi: 10.22059/JCEP.2022.322674.450000. 

Iea. (2022). "A 10-Point Plan to Reduce the European Union’s Reliance on Russian 
Natural Gas". https://www.iea.org/reports/a-10-point-plan-to-reduce-the-
european-unions-reliance-on-russian-natural-gas. (Accessed on: 03/03/2022). 

Iskandarov K, Mahammadali VM, Gardashkhan AG. (2020). "Caspian region: 
Geopolitical arena. Clash of interests and energy security". Civitas et Lex. 26(2): 
7-22. doi: 10.31648/cetl.5138. [in Russia] 

İsmayılov O. (2022). "Azerbaijan’s transit and transport-logistics capabilities are 
continuously developing. Ikisahil". https://ikisahil.az/post/347032-azerbaycanin-
tranzit-ve-neqliyyat-logistika-imkanlari-davamli-olaraq-inkishaf-edir. (Accessed 
on: 21/09/2022). [in Russia] 

Johannesson J, Clowes D. (2022). "Energy resources and markets- perspectives on 
the Russia-Ukraine war". European Review. 30(1): 4-23. doi: 
10.1017/S1062798720001040. 

https://www.sid.ir/paper/115998/fa
https://www.sid.ir/fa/VEWSSID/J_pdf/4027313954706.pdf
https://www.iscanews.ir/news/1182028/


10  The impact of the 2022 Ukraine War on transit corridors in the Caucasus region 
 

C
o

u
n

tr
ie

s 
S

tu
d

ie
s,

 V
o

l 
2

, 
N

o
 1

, 
S

p
ri

n
g

 2
0

2
4

 

Kaleji V. (2023). "Iran and the Role of Transit Corridors in the South Caucasus in 
the Context of the War against Ukraine". Caucasus Analytical Digest. 132. doi: 
10.3929/ethz-b-000613995. 

Kaya MK. (2009). "The Eastern dimension in Turkish foreign policy grows". Turkey 
Analyst. 2(8). https://www.turkeyanalyst.org/publications/turkey-analyst-
articles/item/184-the-eastern-dimension-in-turkish-foreign-policy-grows.html. 
(Accessed on: 12/10/2009) 

Khan MA. (2022). "International North South transport corridor". The Nation. 
https://www.nation.com.pk/columnist/masud-ahmad-khan. (Accessed on: 
01/08/2022). 

Kilinç R. (2001). The Place of Social Identity in Turkey’s Foreign Policy Options in 
the Post-Cold War Era in the Light of Liberal and Constructivist Approaches. 
Bilkent Universitesi. [in Türkiye] 

Kucharski J. (2023). "European energy security". Macdonald Laurier Institute. 18. 
https://macdonaldlaurier.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/20230401_European_energy_ 
security_Kucharski_PAPER_FWeb.pdf. (Accessed on: 30/04/2023) 

Leverett F, Bingbing W. (2017). "The new silk road and China’s evolving grand 
strategy". China Journal. 77(77): 110-132. doi: 10.1086/689684. 

Masters J. (2023). Ukraine: Conflict at the Crossroads of Europe and Russia. 
Council on Foreign Relation. https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/ukraine-conflict-
crossroads-europe-and-russia#:~:text=Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in,turning 
point for European security. (Accessed on: 14/02/2023).  

McWilliams B, Sgaravatti G, Tagliapietra S, Zachmann G. (2022). "A grand bargain 
to steer through the European Union’s energy crisis". Policy Contribution 
14/2022, Bruegel. https://www.bruegel.org/policy-brief/grand-bargain-steer-
through-european-unions-energy-crisis. (Accessed on: 30/09/2022). 

Minassian G. (2022). "How the War in Ukraine Intersects With the South Caucasus, 
Part I". EvnReport. https://evnreport.com/opinion/how-the-war-in-ukraine-
intersects-with-the-south-caucasus-part-i/. (Accessed on: 12/12/2022). 

Motallebi M, Mousavi SM, Tooti HA. (2013). "The policy of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and the European Union in the South Caucasus: confrontation or 
cooperation". Central Eurasian Studies. 7(2): 355-374. doi: 
10.22059/JCEP.2014.52984. [in Persian] 

Parsi.euronews. (2023). "European countries increase gas imports from Azerbaijan". 
https://parsi.euronews.com/2023/04/25/european-countries-increase-gas-imports-
from-azerbaijan. (Accessed on: 25/04/2023). 

Pushp P. (2022). Ukraine-Russia Crisis: Belt and Road Initiative and China’s 
diplomacy. Moderndiplomacy. https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2022/03/08/ukraine-
russia-crisis-belt-and-road-initiative-and-chinas-diplomacy/. (Accessed on: 
08/03/2022). 

Raisinejad A, Bushehri M. (2022). "New Silk Road triangle: China, Russia and 
Europe". Central Asia and Caucasus Studies Quarterly. 28(117): 127-152. [in 
Persian] 

Rajabi M. (2022). "Republic of Azerbaijan’s strategy and behavioral pattern in the 
confrontation between the Islamic Republic of Iran and Israel". Central Eurasia 
Studies. 15(1): 53-75. doi: 10.22059/jcep.2022.339448.450063. 

Salimi J, Dadgostar HZ, Rezayan A. (2023). "Azerbaijan's position in Europe's 
energy security". Knowledge of Political Commentary. 4(14): 1-23. [in Persian] 

Sarkhanov T, Huseynli N. (2023). "The importance of energy reserves in the 
Caspian Sea basin in the energy security policy of the European Union". 
Multidisciplinary Reviews. 6(1): doi: 10.31893/multirev.2023004. 

Sputnik.az. (2023). "Iran and Russia have agreed to invest in the construction of the 
Rasht-Astara railway". https://sputnik.az/20230118/ran-ve-rusiya-rest-astara-
demir-yolunun-tikintisine-sermaye-ile-bagli-raziliga-gelibler-450790456.html. 
(Accessed on: 18/01/2023). 

https://doi.org/10.22059/jcep.2014.52984


Hosseinzadeh V, Nasiri Lotum B. 11 
 

C
o

u
n

tries S
tu

d
ies, V

o
l 2

, N
o

 1
, S

p
rin

g
 2

0
2

4
 

Srivastava ADP. (2016). "North-South transit corridor". Vivekananda International 
Foundation. https://www.vifindia.org/article/2016/october/24/international-
north-south-transit-corridor. (Accessed on: 24/10/2016). [in Russia] 

Suchkov M. (2015). Sources of Israel’s Policy in the Caucasus. Carnegie 
Endowment For International Peace. 
https://carnegiemoscow.org/commentary/58972. (Accessed on: 05/02/2015). 

Sushentsov A, Neklyudov N. (2020). "The Caucasus in Russian foreign policy 
strategy". Caucasus Survey. 8(2): 127-141. doi: 
10.1080/23761199.2020.1759888. [in Russia] 

Suvanova MS. (2018). "Turkey’s policy in the South Caucasus". Problems of the 
Post-Soviet Space. 5(3): 284-297. [in Russia] 

Vasa L, Barkanyi P. (2023). "Geopolital and Geo-Economic Importance of the 
Middle Corridor: A Chompreshive Overview". Eurasian Journal of Economic 
and Business Studies. 2(67): 20-32). doi: 10.47703/ejebs.v2i67.295. 

Yildirimçakar E. (2019). "An evaluation of the rising impact of Turkey and China-
Central Asiawest Asia Economic Corridor (CCAWAEC) on The Belt And Road 
Initiative (BRI). Transportation Research, Part E. 122: 581-604. doi: 0000-
0001-6501-5471. 

 


