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Abstract Article Info 
This article explores the intertextual relationship between 
François Rabelais and Miguel de Cervantes, focusing on 
shared themes, narrative techniques, and literary influences. 
Drawing upon Mikhail Bakhtin's concepts of the 
carnivalesque and dialogism, the study examines how these 
authors challenge established norms and engage in a dialogic 
relationship with each other. Analyzing the satirical 
treatment of societal, religious, and political institutions, the 
research identifies common themes such as social hierarchy, 
human folly, and the grotesque in their narratives. By 
comparing their narrative techniques- including humor, 
parody, irony, and the use of a picaresque style with episodic 
storytelling- the article reveals their shared commitment to 
challenging traditional narrative structures. Additionally, the 
study explores potential literary influences and 
intertextuality, examining references, allusions, and echoes 
of each author's works in the other. Through this 
comparative analysis, the article underscores the significance 
of the intertextual relationship, enriching our understanding 
of Rabelais and Cervantes and their contributions to world 
literature. By summarizing shared themes, narrative 
techniques, and literary influences, the research highlights 
the enduring relevance of these authors and their ability to 
inspire critical reflection. This examination of intertextuality 
deepens our comprehension of their narratives and 
emphasizes the evolution of literary traditions. 
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Extended Abstract 
Introduction 
This research aims to explore the potential intertextual relationship 
between the works of Rabelais and Cervantes, focusing on shared 
themes, narrative techniques, and literary influences. Rabelais, a 
French Renaissance writer, and Cervantes, a Spanish Golden Age 
writer, both hold significant positions in the literary canon. 

 
Aims 
By examining their works through the lens of Mikhail Bakhtin's 
concepts of the carnivalesque and dialogism, this study sheds light on 
the ways in which these two authors challenge established norms and 
engage in a dialogic relationship with each other. 

 
Methods 
The research begins with an introduction providing a brief overview 
of the works of Rabelais and Cervantes, emphasizing their 
significance in literature. The thesis statement underscores the 
objective of exploring the intertextual relationship between these two 
authors. Theoretical frameworks of the carnivalesque and dialogism 
are introduced, explaining how these concepts can be applied to 
analyze literature and uncover intertextual relationships. The 
relevance of the carnivalesque and dialogism in understanding 
Rabelais and Cervantes as writers who challenge societal norms and 
engage in a dialogue with each other and their predecessors is 
discussed. 
 
Findings 
Shared themes between the works of Rabelais and Cervantes are 
identified and analyzed. Both authors employ a satirical treatment of 
societal, religious, and political institutions. Themes such as social 
hierarchy, human folly, and the grotesque are manifested in their 
narratives. Through their works, Rabelais and Cervantes critique and 
expose the flaws and absurdities of their contemporary societies, using 
satire as a powerful tool. 

The research then explores the narrative techniques employed by 
Rabelais and Cervantes. A comparative analysis highlights the use of 
humor, parody, and irony in their narratives. Both authors employ a 
picaresque style, characterized by episodic storytelling and the 
inclusion of diverse characters and adventures. This narrative 
technique challenges traditional structures, allowing Rabelais and 
Cervantes to explore a multitude of perspectives and create a vibrant 
and dynamic literary world. 

The study delves into the literary influences and intertextuality 
between Rabelais and Cervantes. It examines the potential references, 
allusions, and echoes of each author's works in the other. Through 
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intertextuality, Rabelais and Cervantes establish a literary dialogue, 
drawing inspiration from each other's ideas, themes, and narrative 
techniques. This interconnectedness enriches the understanding of 
their works and emphasizes their contributions to literature as 
innovative and influential voices. 

Moreover, this research provides insights into the broader cultural 
and historical contexts in which Rabelais and Cervantes wrote. By 
satirizing societal, religious, and political institutions, both authors 
engage in social criticism and commentary. Their works serve as 
reflections of the turbulent times in which they lived, addressing 
issues of power, corruption, and the complexities of human nature. 

The application of Bakhtin's concepts of the carnivalesque and 
dialogism offers a theoretical framework through which to analyze 
Rabelais and Cervantes. The carnivalesque, with its emphasis on the 
overturning of hierarchies and the celebration of the grotesque, aligns 
with the subversive nature of their narratives. It highlights the authors' 
willingness to challenge established norms and engage in a form of 
literary carnival that disrupts and questions the prevailing order. 

Likewise, the concept of dialogism underscores the dynamic and 
interactive nature of Rabelais and Cervantes' works. Their narratives 
engage in a dialogue not only with their predecessors but also with 
each other. This intertextual relationship is evident in the echoes, 
references, and allusions that can be found throughout their writings. 
By exploring these intertextual connections, this research unveils the 
intricate web of literary influences that shaped the works of both 
authors. 

The comparative analysis of shared themes reveals the universality 
of certain human experiences and societal issues. Rabelais and 
Cervantes both explore themes such as the absurdity of hierarchical 
systems, the follies of human behavior, and the transformative power 
of laughter. Their satirical treatment of these themes serves as a 
vehicle for social critique and a means to challenge the status quo. 

Furthermore, the examination of narrative techniques highlights the 
innovative approaches employed by Rabelais and Cervantes. The use 
of humor, parody, and irony infuses their narratives with wit and sharp 
social commentary. The picaresque style, characterized by its episodic 
structure and colorful array of characters, allows for a multifaceted 
exploration of the human condition. By deviating from traditional 
narrative structures, Rabelais and Cervantes create narratives that 
mirror the unpredictable and diverse nature of life itself. 
 
Conclusions 
This research provides a comprehensive analysis of the potential 
intertextual relationship between the works of Rabelais and Cervantes. 
Through the exploration of shared themes, narrative techniques, and 
literary influences, a deeper understanding of their works is achieved. 
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The significance of this intertextual relationship lies not only in 
enriching our appreciation of Rabelais and Cervantes as individual 
authors but also in shedding light on their contributions to the broader 
literary landscape. By challenging societal norms, engaging in a 
literary carnival, and embracing intertextuality, Rabelais and 
Cervantes continue to inspire and provoke thought, demonstrating the 
enduring power of their works. 
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