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Previous studies on Iranian perspectives regarding the Russia-
Japan War have highlighted works written by Qajar-era
Iranians in support of Japan. This article, by comparing two
Persian texts from the Qajar period, first aims to illustrate the
diversity and divergence of Persian-language viewpoints on
the Russia-Japan War; secondly, to contribute to a clearer
understanding of how Iranians’ mental image of other nations
was formed in the modern era. The author of Bahr al-Fawa 'id
supports Russia, arguing that Russia’s defeat in this war
would be detrimental to Iran, citing economic, cultural, and
political reasons. He emphasizes the role of Britain and other
Western powers in instigating and prolonging this war,
ultimately leading to Russia’s defeat. From his perspective,
the best way to strengthen the nation is through popular
support for the reigning monarch. In contrast, the author of
Mikadonameh, a figure associated with the Constitutional
Movement, views the Russia-Japan War through the lens of
constitutionalism. He sees Russia as Iran’s historic enemy and
considers Britain the ideal model for the world, believing that
national strength can only be achieved through the
establishment of a constitutional government and the
promotion of knowledge and justice. In summary, the authors
of both works hold extreme and opposing views in their
support of contemporary powers and adopt entirely
conflicting stances on the Russia-Japan War and its
implications for Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Russo-Japanese War (1904-1905) not only reshaped geopolitical
dynamics in East Asia but also left a significant cultural and ideological
imprint on various regions, including Iran. Previous research on Iranian
perspectives of the Russo-Japanese War has often emphasized the pro-
Japanese sentiment prevalent among Qajar-era Iranian writers.

Aims

By examining Bahr al-Fawa'id and Mikadonamah, this paper
highlights the nuanced diversity of Persian-language perspectives on
the war, thereby contributing to a broader understanding of the complex
ways in which modern Iranian perceptions of foreign powers were
shaped.

Methods

This study expands on such findings by comparatively analyzing two
Persian texts from the Qajar period that engage with the Russo-Japanese
War. The first text, Bahr al-Fawa'id, authored by Mohammad Y ousuf
Mohajer Heravi under the pen name Riazi, comprises twelve chapters,
with the concluding chapter— “An Account of the Conditions and
Battles of the Russian and Japanese States”— entirely devoted to the
Russo-Japanese War. The second text, Mikadonamabh, is a substantial
epic poem of over two thousand verses on the Russo-Japanese conflict,
penned in 1906 by Hossein Ali Tajer Shirazi, a merchant and poet
supportive of the Iranian Constitutional Movement.

Findings

This study uncovers a broad spectrum of attitudes within Qajar-era
Persian writings on the Russo-Japanese War. The findings reveal that
the author of Bahr al-Fawa'id demonstrates a marked affinity for
Russia, viewing it positively and interpreting its defeat as adverse to the
welfare of Iranians and Muslims. He articulates twelve economic,
political, and cultural arguments, suggesting that Russia’s loss
detrimentally impacts these groups. In his assessment, Russia showed
restraint in its initiation of the conflict and sought peace to prevent
unnecessary loss of life. The author lauds Peter the Great, attributing
Russia’s later difficulties to a departure from his principles. He critiques
Western nations, especially Britain, as instigators of global instability,
alleging that Britain incited Japan to prolong the war against Russia.
Moreover, he attributes Japan’s success to military, political, and
intelligence support from Britain, the United States, and France. He
disapproves of the constitutionalist movement, viewing Russian
insurgents as constitutionalists, and contrasts Japan’s citizen loyalty to
the emperor with what he perceives as a lack of loyalty among people
in Muslim lands.
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In contrast, the poet of Mikadonamah offers a distinctly pro-
Japanese viewpoint, celebrating Japan and rejoicing in Russia’s defeat.
He portrays Russia as a longstanding antagonist to its neighbors,
including Iran, suggesting that many Iranians eagerly anticipated its
loss. Unlike the author of Bahr al-Fawa'id, this poet admires Britain as
a model of modern progress, advocating friendly relations with Britain
and an emulation of its institutions. As a supporter of the Iranian
Constitutional Movement, he interprets the Russo-Japanese War
through a constitutionalist lens, making “constitutionalism” a central
theme in his work. He contends that nations such as the United States,
Britain, and Japan advanced through constitutional governance and
parliamentary institutions, where justice prevails, rulers act judiciously,
and investments in education and science yield both qualitative and
quantitative growth. He argues that Iran should adopt constitutionalism
to overcome formidable adversaries like Russia, advancing through
justice and scientific inquiry.

The creators of these works, like other Qajar-era intellectuals, take
divergent and often extreme positions in their allegiances to Russia and
Britain. The author of Bahr al-Fawa'id venerates Russia while
condemning Britain as a pernicious force, whereas the poet of
Mikadonamah regards Russia as an enemy and Britain as a paragon of
modernity.

Conclusion

By examining these two texts in tandem, this study deepens our
understanding of how Qajar-era writers engaged with global political
events to reflect on Iran’s place in the modern world. Their works reveal
that attitudes toward foreign powers were not monolithic but rather
shaped by complex factors, including personal affiliations, political
ideologies, and visions for Iran’s future. This comparative analysis
enriches the historiography of Iranian intellectual thought, offering new
insights into the diversity of Persian-speaking perspectives on the
Russo-Japanese War and the evolving Iranian perception of foreign
nations in the early modern period.
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