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Abstract Article Info 
Iran and Turkey are old countries in the West Asian region and 
influential actors who have a long cultural background. They are 
the heirs of the powerful historical countries of the region and are 
distinct from other countries in the region. The main purpose of 
the present study is to identify and explain the key proposals that 
influence the relations between the two older countries in the 
West Asian region and as the influential actors and heirs of the 
powerful historical countries of the region. The basic questioning 
of the research is that what are the most important proposals 
influencing Turkish -Iranian relations in the 2035 horizon? In 
order to answer the research question, with a future approach, the 
analysis of cross-effects has been used to investigate the 
interaction of the network of variables and determine the position 
of each variable based on the relationship with the variables. The 
research tool is a questionnaire and the opinions of Turkish 
experts are research data. Research findings based on the output 
of Mikmak software from the propellers affecting Iran-Turkey 
relations indicate that of the twelve variables, two in the group of 
influential variables, two variables in the group of risky variables, 
three variables in the group of leverage, three variables in the 
group. Finally, the regulatory variable (geographical proximity 
and communication) is the only factor that only has the most 
impact on other variables. 
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 Extended Abstract 

Background 
Iran and Turkey are old countries in the West Asian region and 
influential players with a deep cultural and long historical background. 
They are the heirs of the historically powerful countries of the region 
and are distinguished from other countries in the region in various ways. 
One of these distinctions is their relative independence from extra-
regional countries in choosing foreign policy and the pattern of regional 
relations. Although many powers in the Middle East have an acquired 
role, Iran and Turkey are two countries that have a prescriptive role. For 
this reason, they are able to significantly influence the structure of the 
region and adopt their own pattern of relations independently of extra-

regional powers. 
 

Aim  
The research question is formulated as follows: What are the most 
important drivers and uncertainties affecting Iran-Turkey relations in 
the next ten years? Also, in order to answer this question, which also 
has a futures-oriented nature at the heart of the research, the present 
study is not a hypothesis test, but rather seeks to discover the variables 
and drivers affecting relations between the two countries over a ten-
year time horizon.  
 

Methodology 
This research was designed and conducted with a futures research 
approach, and in terms of methodology, its main core is structural 
analysis, which uses a variety of methods in its different parts. In futures 
research, we are not faced with a single future; rather, we are faced with 
a diverse range of futures that must be considered simultaneously in 
order to obtain positive and maximum results. The most important tool 
of futures research is the use of diverse and multiple methods. 
Therefore, the present research is quantitative in nature and the cross-
effect analysis technique has been used to examine the research 
objectives. Cross-effect analysis is based on the assumption that single-
factor analysis does not exist in reality and that there is a network of 
variables in each phenomenon that describe the state of that 
phenomenon through their interaction; therefore, cross-effect analysis 
tries to connect the relationships between events and variables. These 
relationships are then categorized and prioritized to determine which 
events have the greatest impact on the occurrence of a particular 
phenomenon. Accordingly, the principles of cross-impact analysis 
research methodology have been used to examine Iran-Turkey relations 
in order to determine, using a prospective method, the impact of each 
of the variables mentioned on the mutual relations between the two 
countries in the probable future. To investigate this goal, the MiqMaq 
software, which is designed for cross-impact analysis, has been used. 
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Findings  
The software output of the variables affecting Iran-Turkey relations 
indicates that out of the twelve selected variables, two variables are in 
the group of influential variables, two variables are in the group of risk 
variables, one variable has been identified as a target, three variables 
are in the group of leverage variables, and finally three variables are in 
the group of influenced variables. 

Based on the first feature, according to this map and based on the 
distribution of variables, the variable of great powers and their 
interventions in the region has been identified as a contextual or very 
influential variable, which is particularly related to Turkey's 
membership in NATO and the need to accept its policies. In addition, 
Turkey's efforts to join the European Union have also imposed 
requirements that have increased the intervention of other countries in 
the country's regional policies. Overall, this variable has been identified 
as one of the most important drivers in Iran-Turkey relations. 

In this group, and as a determining variable, the geopolitical 
importance of Iran-Turkey relations has been identified, which, unlike 
the great power intervention variable, which is considered a negative 
factor, emphasizes the importance of bilateral relations as a 
fundamental factor in the geopolitical developments of the West Asian 
region. 

In the group of bivariate variables, three variables have been 
identified, which are in two subgroups. The ideological differences 
variable is one of the risk subgroup variables, meaning that insisting on 
it and emphasizing this variable in bilateral relations will be dangerous 
and may lead to the deterioration of bilateral relations. Security 
preferences are the second variable in the risk variables subgroup, 
which is very far from the other variables, and for this reason, it has 
been identified as the most risky variable in the system.  

However, in the group of bivariate variables and the subgroup of 
target variables, a factor that can improve the situation in the short term 
has also been identified: the confrontation of foreign policy between 
Iran and Turkey.  

In the group of lever variables (secondary), there are three variables: 
ethnic differences, historical experience of confrontation, and regional 
structure, which emphasizes that these three variables have had an 
effect on bilateral relations in the past but are known to have no effect 
at present. 

In the group of affected variables, there are three variables: 
economic and trade dependence, cultural commonalities, and the 
dynamics of diplomatic relations. Based on the conceptual definition, 
this group of variables is known as dependent variables of the system 
and for this reason they are not the source of the effect and change in 
the system. 

The most important part in the analysis of cross-effects, which is 
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 considered to be the regulating variables, also has a variable in this 

system: geographical proximity; Based on the analysis, the 
neighborhood of two countries is a regulating factor that causes the 
focus on it to improve relations between the two countries, because any 
insecurity or security issues in neighboring countries quickly spread to 
neighboring countries based on the domino principle of insecurity, and 
for this reason, this neighborhood has a regulating effect. 
 
Conclusion 
The ten percent most important variables among the twelve variables 
affecting Iran-Turkey relations indicate that neighborhood conditions 
(geographical proximity) are the only factor that solely has an impact 
on other variables. Also, the two variables security preferences and 
geopolitical importance of the region have the most impact and 
influence. At the same time, the three variables ethnic differences, 
ideological differences and cultural commonalities have no effect on 
the most important relations between the two countries. 
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